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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 



Monday, Oct. 10, 1966 
-S ECRET — ' 9:15 a.m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

My only substantive comment on the briefing 
papers is that Tommy T. is too defensive on 
Vietnam in two respects. 

1. The U. S. S. R. assumed an explicit duty 
in 1954 and 1962 as Co-Chairman to prevent 
precisely the kind of infiltration across inter- 
national frontiers which is now taking place. 

(Aver ell's paper has this more positive flavor.) 

2. Our build-up in the South and our bombing 
in the North occurred in response to the enlarged 
1964-65 offensive of Hanoi. A North Vietnamese 
division (.the 325th) was in South Vietnam before 
our reinforcements began to arrive in 1965. 

On non-proliferation, I wouldn't go into quite as 
much detail as Francis suggests. I would state 
the position on the veto and then leave it to 
Sect. Rusk at dinner and/or for a Pen Pal letter 
to Kosygin. 

W. W. Rostow 
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